Garrett Morgan’s Wakeman Country Club
Statement of Significance

Garrett Morgan’s Wakeman Country Club deserves the recognition of an Ohio Historical Marker
because it was one of the earliest recreational clubs developed by African Americans in Ohio. !
In 1923, Morgan was awarded a patent for his invention of an improved Traffic Signal.> Morgan
sold the patent to the General Electric Company for $40,000. The income from this sale helped
Morgan create the Wakeman Country Club in August of 1924, 34567

Morgan was born March 4, 1877 in Paris, Kentucky. He was raised on his family’s farm where
he enjoyed hunting and fishing. In 1895 Morgan moved to the city of Cleveland but still
maintained his love of the outdoors. 3

Morgan actively supported the African-American community throughout his lifetime. In 1908,
looking to improve social and economic conditions for African Americans, Garrett Morgan
joined other African-American businessmen in creating the Cleveland Association of Colored
Men. ° Morgan remained an active member when the organization merged with the NAACP. In
1912, Morgan incorporated the National Safety Device Company in Oberlin to help market and
manufacture his invention of the “breathing device” which received a patent in 1914.'° ' This
invention was used by firefighters, the US Military and helped Morgan save lives in the
Cleveland 1916 Waterworks Tunnel Disaster. '2 3 '* In 1920, Morgan established the African-
American newspaper, The Call where African-American accomplishments were recognized. °
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In 1924, Cleveland had a thriving Black middle class who had time and resources for leisure.'®
Unfortunately, Black Clevelanders and mixed-race families such as the Morgan family were
impacted by racism which restricted access to social and recreational facilities.!” The racial
climate in Cleveland was a source of great frustration for Morgan.'® Having achieved success
with his inventions and businesses, Morgan felt he deserved the same rights and benefits as his
white counterparts.

Garrett Morgan had a desire to create a “village of our own,” a safe place for his family and other
affirming people to get away from the city and the stresses of daily life. '” On August 25, 1924
Morgan purchased 121 acres in Huron County “48 miles west of Cleveland public square and
nine miles west of Oberlin.” 20 2 2223 The country club was located 1 mile south of Wakeman on
Chenango Road near the intersection of Route 60.2* The northern border of the property was the
Vermilion River. Membership in the country club was dependent on purchasing one of the 247
deeded lots that were 30 x 80°. Prices for most lots ranged from $60 to $160 and over 100 lots
were sold. 2% 262728

The Wakeman Country Club offered outdoor recreation such as camping, horseback riding,
hunting, and also fishing and swimming in the Vermilion River.?? Amenities included a dance
hall and a small restaurant called the “Chicken Shack.”® Music and dancing attracted African
Americans from many counties in Northern Ohio.3! 32 Boxers were trained and exhibited at an
amphitheater near the river. 3 Cultural activities were held at the country club, including an
Emancipation Day Celebration.* As an automobile enthusiast, Morgan offered to drive
prospective members to the country club. Morgan instructed Clevelanders who wanted to attend
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the club to “take route 20 to Wakeman.” 3° There was also a passenger train that stopped in
Wakeman, just a mile north of the country club.

African-Americans from Oberlin and Cleveland signed the September 4, 1924 deed which
transferred the 121 acres to the Wakeman Country Club Company. These club members were:
Garrett A. and Mary A. Morgan (Mary was of Czech heritage), Roger H. and Kate T. Holly,
Harry G. and Ella Williams, and Vassar B. and Pauline H. Wallace.*® Proprietors of the
subdivision certifying the January 10, 1927 Plat of the Subdivision for the Wakeman Country
Club were: Robert K. Hodges, George W. Burdin, Garrett A and Mary Morgan, Charles H.
Jackson, Harry G. Williams, and Samuel Richardson. 37

Activities at the country club began to wane during WWIL. *® Garrett Morgan, his wife, Mary
Hasek Morgan and their family continued to enjoy spending time at their Wakeman cabin, “G.
A. Morgan’s Manor.” *° The Morgans cultivated vegetable gardens and tended to Mary’s orchard
until Garrett’s death in 1963. There are no remaining buildings from the Wakeman Country Club
era. Garrett Morgan’s grandson, Garrett Morgan III, built his home in 2007 on a portion of the
original property and has been able to purchase back all but one lot that was owned by the
families of the Wakeman Country Club members. 4°

In 2003 an Ohio Historical Marker was erected in honor of Garrett Morgan and his inventions on
East 55th Street and Harlem Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio, in Cuyahoga County. 4!
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